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WHAT TO LOOK FOR
WHEN BUYING A USED TRUCK
You’ve got a lot to accomplish during your week. So, when it’s time for you to head down 
the road with top-notch capability, performance, and handling, make sure you’re outfitted 
with a car that can handle anything thrown its way. 

And when you’re planning to purchase a used truck, it’s essential to follow a few basic 
guidelines to verify that you choose the ride that perfectly aligns with your needs.

Luckily, we’re here to help you navigate the twists and turns of your journey to automotive 
happiness with this What to Look for When Buying a Used Truck eBook. 

Throughout the pages of this guide, you’ll learn more about the essential components of 
identifying the ideal pre-owned pickup for the construction site, off-roading adventures, or 
anything in between.

Some of the topics you’ll learn more about within this eBook are things like:

With the tips found inside this informative eBook, you’ll understand all the major steps of 
how to determine the right used truck for your unique lifestyle. That way, you’ll sail down 
the highway knowing that you’re at the helm of a pickup that’s customized to your job and 
personality. Let’s get started!

Considering Your Needs

Choosing Your Engine

Understanding Your Truck’s Handling

Decking Out the Cabin

Reviewing the Vehicle History Report

Test Driving Your Ride
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STEP 1: CONSIDER YOUR NEEDS
If you’ve purchased a truck before, you’re familiar with the high levels of customization 
available with your pickup. That’s why it’s essential to start your used truck search by taking 
some time to think about your specific needs.

Regardless if you’re a weekend warrior, a construction worker, a spontaneous vacationer, 
or anything else, you want to certify that every inch of your vehicle is ready to tow hefty 
equipment. Here are a few example questions to begin brainstorming:

While this is only a small sample of the things that might enter your mind during your quest 
for the right pickup, they’re important to think about in order to properly equip yourself with a 
capable used truck. 

Fortunately, because pickups are so versatile, it’s easy to choose the best one for your way 
of life after you’ve determined what your needs are.

Are you planning to pull a trailer, a boat, or some heavy tools?

What are the types of items you might be putting in the trunk bed?

Do you want enough space in the cabin to fit your whole family?

Which types of entertainment and technology features are you looking for?
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STEP 2: MIGHT AND MUSCLE
Once you’ve gotten a sense of what you’re looking for in your next vehicle, it’s time to learn 
a little bit more about the power specifications of a few different models. By doing so,  
you’ll properly arm yourself with the potent performance numbers required to tackle any 
type of job.

Most used trucks come in two different types: Light Duty and Heavy Duty. So, if you’re 
a driver who just wants to be furnished with a car that can effortlessly handle small 
machinery, furniture, and other items, Light Duty used trucks are a great option for you.

On top of that, Light Duty pickups typically have plenty of payload so that you’ll quickly 
accelerate along the road without any hesitation from the engine. And because they have 
smaller bodies than Heavy Duty pickups, you’ll still be able to drive through suburban and 
urban areas with ease.

When considering the engine, these trucks come with a variety of motors from which  
to choose. Whether you prefer Diesel turbines, turbocharged engines, or anything else,  
you’ll be presented with plenty of choices.

Alternatively, Heavy Duty used trucks give you the handling of a mighty road warrior,  
with the ability to tow large boats, loads of lumber, heavy equipment, and much more.  
That way, nothing will stand between you and your destination.

No matter which option you decide to go with, you’re sure to find the one that’s designed  
to make simple work of your daily responsibilities.
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STEP 3: UNDERSTANDING YOUR  
TRUCK’S HANDLING

More often than not, Mother Nature throws something unexpected your way. That’s why  
it’s crucial to think about how you could benefit from either a front-wheel drive (FWD)  
or all-wheel drive (AWD) pre-owned pickup.

By opting for either option, your truck will keep you stable on the asphalt. But let’s say 
you’re planning to traverse the gravely grounds of a construction site or climb over some 
low-traction rocks. If that sounds an awful lot like what you may encounter during your 
drive, consider selecting a used truck that’s armed with AWD.

With an AWD automobile, you’ll confront icy, slippery, or low-traction roads without feeling 
unstable. Thanks to this additional feature, you and your pre-owned truck will move 
confidently down the highway and avoid fishtailing or spinning your wheels.

Plus, the advanced suspension system included in used trucks helps you tackle any kind  
of rough landscape while remaining comfortable behind the wheel. 

These cutting-edge suspension systems typically allow you to adjust the height of your car 
to accommodate different types of situations. Not only does this boost efficiency at high 
speeds, but it also provides you with the capability to ride over sharp rocks without scraping 
the bottom of your vehicle.
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STEP 4: DECKING OUT THE CABIN
Of course, you can’t choose your next automobile without thinking about the different 
ways to entertain yourself during long drives. 

To keep you feeling engaged with every curve in the road, used trucks offer up tons  
of high-tech amenities that connect you to some of the newest devices available on  
the market.

For example, if you love the idea of a touchscreen display with access to a collection  
of technologies, used trucks will provide you with those options. 

Regardless if you prefer to connect to your hand-selected music or choose something 
from a tool like SiriusXM®, all you have to do is choose the pickup that comes equipped 
with those features.

Don’t forget about safety! Whether you want a few extra airbags for some peace-of-mind 
or some intelligent safety amenities, your used truck will present lots of technologies 
that’ll help you drive down your route with confidence.

STEP 5: REVIEWING THE VEHICLE  
HISTORY REPORT

After you’ve decided upon the used truck that’s ideal for you and your family,  
you’re ready to begin diving into the details of your pickup’s past life. 
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To do exactly that, read through the vehicle history report. While you’re taking a look  
at this record, you’ll see a variety of different details about your vehicle’s health, such  
as previous accidents, maintenance services, and much more.

Regardless what you see on the vehicle history report, your dealership will perform  
a thorough inspection of your automobile to ensure that it’s in top-notch shape. 

If any part of your used truck doesn’t meet their standards, that item will be repaired 
or replaced. It’s this kind of dedication that makes your pre-owned pickup shopping 
experience even more enjoyable.

Furthermore, it’s wise to walk around the car to assess its exterior condition.  
That way, you’ll know that each component of your truck is ready to sail down the road. 

While you’re doing this, ask your dealer any questions that come to mind. That way, 
you’ll leave your dealership knowing that you addressed all the inquiries you have about 
your car.

STEP 6: TEST DRIVING YOUR RIDE
Now that you’ve covered the vehicle history report, hop behind the wheel and take this 
mighty pickup for a spin! Once you get situated in the driver’s seat, test these controls: 

Infotainment system or radio

Windshield wipers

Headlights

Steering wheel controls

AC and heating systems,  
and anything else you find
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FIND YOUR USED TRUCK TODAY!
Now that you’re more familiar with the various steps that’ll help you secure a dependable 
used truck, all you need to do is head on over to your local dealership! 

And with the cutting-edge technology, spinetingling performance, and expert handling 
found in pre-owned pickups, you’ll locate the one that’s suited to your needs.

Why wait around to explore more about your next automobile? Visit your dealership to 
check out their selection of tough used trucks and schedule your test drive today! Before 
long, you’ll be surging down your path in the throne of a reliable pickup that’ll tackle the 
road like a champion.


