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When the time comes to broaden your horizons and strike out on some good old-
fashioned adventures—bucket list road trips, off-road driving, or maybe even some 
rugged camping—you’re going to need a versatile vehicle to back you up.

The pickup truck has long been considered the best choice for rigorous driving. 
However, among the many vehicles on the market, which has the most to offer?

The 2017 Ram 1500 is tough. When you get behind the wheel, though, you’ll find so 
much more than just a powerful engine. You’ll have exceptional hauling capabilities, 
control, and comfort, too. To see for yourself, just read this detailed guide.

BUYER’S GUIDE TO THE 
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2017 RAM 1500: YOUR BASE MODEL
Laying the foundation for the 2017 Ram 1500 lineup is the Tradesman. Like all other 
models in the expansive 1500 family, the truck is available in both 4x2 and 4x4 
configurations. No matter which you choose, it’s sure to pack a punch.

Unless otherwise stated, all features and specs found in the Tradesman will be mainstays 
in the remaining trim levels.

               Performance Specifications
In any truck, power is key. The Tradesman comes equipped with a 3.6L 6-cylinder engine, 
capable of generating up to 305 horsepower and 269 lb-ft of torque. With that kind of 
muscle, you should have no problem getting around!

The available 4-wheel drive system adds a bit of extra control to your ride, so you can 
coast through unfavorable road conditions. During these trickier rides, an 8-speed 
automatic transmission and electronic shift will keep things smooth and responsive. 

That’s a whole lot of equipment—and in a less impressive vehicle, working it too hard 
might burn out the powertrain. Fortunately, the Ram 1500 comes with engine-moderating 
features, like an auxiliary transmission oil cooler, to keep everything in shape.

               Off-Road & Towing
With all that horsepower you’re producing, it’s no wonder that the Tradesman can tow up 
to 10,410 pounds of cargo.1 With add-ons like the trailer brake controls and tow mirrors, as 
well as the class IV receiver hitch and a 7-pin wiring harness, you can do so in total safety.

To moderate the weight and sway of that added cargo, the Ram 1500 is built with heavy-
duty shock absorbers and front and rear stabilizer bars. These technical components 
keep your truck from rocking dangerously.

               Cargo & Storage
Despite the Ram 1500’s massive towing capacity, you may not always have the need for 
a trailer. In those cases, you’ll still have plenty of room in the bed of your truck to carry 
any additional cargo and equipment.

At 98.3 inches long, and 51 inches wide between the wheel wells, you’ll have a total of 
74.7 cubic feet of cargo space in the bed. However, you’ll also have a behind-the-seat 
storage bin for any smaller and more personal items.
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               Interior Comforts
If you intend to use your truck as a road trip vehicle, comfort is going to be key. The Ram 
1500 offers 39.9 inches of headroom to drivers, as well as 41 inches of legroom. Stretch 
out as you settle into the 40/20/40 vinyl-trimmed split bench seat, too.

For your entertainment, you’ll have a 6-speaker audio system. Connect phones and 
MP3 players using either the USB port or auxiliary jack. You can also access these 
using the available Uconnect® suite, which includes a 5-inch touchscreen and SiriusXM® 
Satellite Radio.

               Safety Features
The Ram 1500 wasn’t just built for comfort and performance—it was also built to protect you.

The advanced multi-stage airbag system installed in the Tradesman will create a veritable 
cocoon around you in the event of a collision. No matter where the impact hits, you’ll be 
fully covered.

However, preventative measures are also in place to make sure this rarely, if ever, happens. 
Electronic Stability Control and Speed Control will work together to keep you on course. 
Meanwhile, the available ParkView® rearview camera will offer a comprehensive view of 
what’s coming up behind you.
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MANY TRIM LEVELS TO CHOOSE FROM
2017 Ram 1500 Tradesman is a formidable vehicle all on its own. However, in this family, 
there are eight other trim levels to choose from, each offering new features, specs, and styling. 
To give you a taste of what you can expect from each trim, we’re going to break down their 
most notable additions.

Express®

• A monochromatic exterior appearance is added for a sharp, solid look.
• All-new 17-inch painted aluminum wheels will then offer a stylish contrast.

Big Horn®

•  The vinyl 40/20/40 split bench front seat is upgraded with a premium cloth trim, 
and a 60/40 split rear seat is added, too.

•  ParkSense® Park Assist is installed to direct you when trying to pull in or out of a 
tight spot.

• Bigger is better, and the 20-inch chrome-clad aluminum wheels make a bold statement.

Rebel®

•  For even more muscle, a 5.7L 8-cylinder HEMI® engine with Fuel Saver Technology 
is installed.

•  Class-exclusive standard Active-Level™ Four-Corner Air Suspension helps conquer 
the rockiest roads.

• The 17-inch wheels include matte black pockets.
• Off-road ground clearance is now increased to 9.3 inches.

Sport
•  Heated front seats and a heated steering wheel will add even more comfort, 

especially on those chillier days.
• You’ll have more visibility than ever before with halogen projector headlamps.
• The 20-inch painted and polished aluminum wheels make for a sleek look.
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Night

•  A black honeycomb grille and a body-color liftgate with black Ram lettering are 
distinctly rugged.

•  The monochromatic black theme with black badging and 20-inch black aluminum 
wheels add to this appearance.

• A sport performance hood is also included.
•  Drivers can now choose to add a Mopar® performance cold air intake and 

cat-black exhaust.

Laramie®

• The heated and ventilated front seats now come with a memory feature.
• Two-tone paint is also available.
• A chrome grille with chrome wave inserts is included.

Laramie Longhorn®

• Add a bit of class with the premium filigree leather bucket seats.
• The 20-inch polished aluminum wheels now include gold inserts.
• The interior is now decorated with premium real wood interior accents.

Limited

• Haul cargo efficiently with the class-exclusive RamBox® Cargo Management System.
• You can opt for a 3.0L EcoDiesel 6-cylinder engine to save on gas.
• Limited leather high-back bucket seats with a premium center console are now included.
•  Keep track of vehicle metrics with a full-color 7-inch driver information digital 

cluster display.
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PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 
WITH THE RAM 1500 WARRANTY
Undoubtedly, the 2017 Ram 1500 is equipped with plenty of safety features, enough to 
alleviate any collision anxieties. Nevertheless, there are many surprises on the road. 
Plus, you never know when your truck may take a bit of unexpected damage.

When those unwelcome surprises hit, your vehicle should still be protected. Luckily, 
your Ram most certainly will be—all thanks to its comprehensive warranty.

•  Gas-powered trucks will come with a 5-Year/60,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty.

•  Diesel-powered trucks will come with a 5-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 
Limited Warranty.

• Both qualify for five years or 100,000 miles of Roadside Assistance.

TIME TO TEST THOSE FEATURES
As we’ve shown you, each trim level of the Ram 1500 comes with extra special features 
and gadgets. If you’ve never used them before, some may seem a bit confusing. 
However, there’s no reason for you to sit there scratching your head.

Once you’ve decided on a trim level, visit your local Ram dealer for a personal crash 
course. A sales representative will be happy to get you behind the wheel and show you 
how all these incredible features work.

For instance, Uconnect® is a unique entertainment suite that operates on an equally 
distinct platform. Learn how to access your music, connect mobile devices, or even hook 
up your GPS.

You may also need some assistance with safety features. While these are simple to use, 
you may not have such an easy time identifying them. Allow your sales representative to 
show you how to use them before you drive off the lot.
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Tech and safety features aren’t the only things you’ll want to test out. Be sure to try the 
whole package before you buy. After all, all the incredible specs in the world won’t mean 
much if the car doesn’t feel right to you.

Contact your local Ram dealership to take the 1500 for a spin. Once you experience its 
excellent handling and horsepower for yourself, we’re sure you won’t be disappointed. 
Schedule your test drive today.

1 When properly equipped. See dealer for details.

READY TO EXPERIENCE 
THE 2017 RAM 1500?


